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San Francisco has taken a tentative step to-
ward deciding on whether it will become the
first local government in the country to run its
voting machines on open-source software.

The notion of shifting away from using pto- :
prietary technology sold by private compames £
to computer code made freely available for any-
onetouseandmodnfyhasbeen ed abou
~years. But it’s been getting :

 the city allocated $300,000 to s Wy
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with ;




en -source votmg 7

county elechons officials
to research and develop
open source voting sys-
tems.

~ Supporters say open-
source systems would be
reliable because they can
be constantly assessed
by a swarm of program-
- | mers who can spot bugs
)and recommend im-

e ents before elec-

ay.

“To put it simply, you
want to have as many
eyes on the code as pos-
sible,” said Brent Turner,
secretary of the Califor-
nia Association of Voting
Officials, a group ded-
icated to implementing
open-source voting sys-
tems.

Open-source software
could allow the city to
_more fully understand
“and adjust how votes are
,plhed Currently, ven-
dors of electronic voting
pment pl'OVIde few

about how their

to pnvate vendors if they |
want to make a change to |
the software running the |

machines.

“You're stuck with
whatever they provide,”
said Chris Jerdonek,

| president of the San
| Francisco Elections
| Commission and the
chairman of the commis-
sion’s Open Source Vot-
ing System Technical
| Advisory Committee.
| “Open-source would give
| the city an opportunity
| to say, ‘We want to make
| atweak,” and then they'd
| be free to do that.”
Open-source propo-
nents also say govern-
ments could save money
by reducing their reli-
ance on outside vendors,
Just how much San Fran-
cisco might save isn't
totally clear, but for the
past 11 years, the city has
spent an average of $2
million annually on its
voting equipment, which
it buys from Dominion
Voting Systems. This
vear, the city renewed its
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| S F. Elections Director John Arntz is

merits of moving to an open-source voﬁnglym

through 2018 for $2.3
million.

There are doubters,
however.

Many technology and
security experts stress
that open-source soft-
ware is not inherently
more secure just because

| alot of people are look-
| ing for bugs and plug-

ging security holes.
“Software designed for
inspection tends to be
‘better’ — although-
transparency does not
magically improve secu-

sor at UC Berkeleﬂf !
School of lnformahon.
And Jack Miller, the
chief information securi-
ty officer at SlashNext, a
cybersecurity firm, ques-
tioned whether an open-
source voting project
could attract enough
skilled volunteers to




